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Current  Issues in Prevocational 

Education & Training

1. CPMEC governance 

2. CPMEC funding 

3. National registration & accreditation

4. Australian Curriculum Framework for 

Junior Doctors

5. Increased graduate numbers

6. Workforce issues

7. Training / accreditation issues

8. CPMEC awards



1. CPMEC Governance

July 1 - registered as not-for-profit company:
• Board 

• Management Committee

– Liaison Heads: Accreditation; Workforce; Education & Training

• Advisory Council

• Principal Officers Committee

• ANZ JMO Forum Chairs Committee

• Medical Education Officers’ Committee

• Directors of Clinical Training Committee

Strategic Planning Workshop September 13th



2. CPMEC Funding

Pre 2010/11
• Three year DoHA funding

• MTRP project funding (to June 2008)

– ACF, PDPR, TotR, PMAF

• DoHA support for ACF in 2008/9 and 2009/10

2010/11
• One year DoHA funding – encouraged to find other sources

- HWA? - MTRP?  - jurisdictions?  - commercial?  - MBA?   - fees?  

• No ACF funding unless/until ACF incorporated in NRAS

– ACF development suspended



3. National Registration & Accreditation

� 2009: CPMEC Paper on Internship and NRAS
• 47 weeks of accredited rotations

• 8 to 10 weeks of med, surg and em med based on content not site

• Workplace based assessment of ACF learning objectives from the ACF

• Dual sign off for full registration

� MBA requested AMC advice on:
• the standards for intern training;

• what should be expected of interns to grant general registration; and

• a national framework for intern accreditation

� AMC Working Party – CPMEC representation

� PGY2?



4. Australian Curriculum 

Framework for Junior Doctors

� Revised 2009

.......awaiting AMC/MBA

• New governance structure:

– National Steering Group

– Assessment / Teaching & Education / Vertical Integration / Project 
Officer Working Parties

• Roll out of national (workplace based) assessment tools?

– PMCs contacted re implementation

• National survey on implementation – 2010 Forum

• Identification of web based resources – pro-bono 



5. Medical Graduate Numbers

2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Domestic 1320 2264 2667 2912 3045 3108

International 267 512 468 518 678 678

Total 1587 2776 3135 3430 3723 3786

2010 MTRP Report
Prevocational training:

• Internships for all domestic graduates in 2012+



6. Workforce Issues

� Vocational Training
• 2010: GP / Em Med / Specialist Training Program

• Expansion from 2011 – the most difficult challenge?

• Coordination? - Funding?  - Site?   - Supervision?

� National intern allocation working party
• National audit of multiple acceptances: 42 positions

• Supply = demand in 2012 – implications?

• Future directions?

� Internships for international graduates
• Problem from 2012 – implications for medical schools

• CPMEC interaction with HWA 

• CPMEC contribution to AMA summit



6. Workforce Issues

� IMGs
• MBA registration standards: IELTS 

• MBA guidelines for supervised practice / WBA

� Changeover dates for HMO/registrars
• Different starting dates for interns & registrars: resignations

• Discussed by MTRP – referred to HWPC (25/11)

� HWA
• Interaction with CPMEC

• Self sufficiency by 2025

• ........ National Health Workforce Training Plan



7. Training and Accreditation

� Awaiting AMC / MBA
• Role of Prevocational Medical Accreditation Framework? 

� PGPPP expansion 
• Accreditation? 

• GPET / RACGP / ACCRM / CPMEC discussions

� Vertical Integration
• MDANZ / CPMEC / CPMC meetings

• MDANZ / CPMEC / CPMC supervision proposal

� Professional Development Program for Registrars

• Support from health departments / Colleges

• Trainer Accreditation Program



8. CPMEC Awards

� Geoff Marel Medal

� Junior Doctor of the Year

� Clinical Educator of the Year
− State: nominated by JMOs
− National: chosen by Principal Officers



Thank You

Confederation of Postgraduate Medical 
Education Councils


